


California English Learner 
Roadmap Vision 

English learners fully and meaningfully access and 
participate in a twenty-first century education from 
early childhood through grade twelve that results in 

their attaining high levels of English proficiency, 
mastery of grade level standards, and opportunities to 

develop proficiency in multiple languages.



Today’s Overview

Background of the State Seal of 
Biliteracy 
Eligibility for the State Seal of 
Biliteracy
SCOE’s support to Sacramento 
County School Districts and 
Charters
Roles and Communication 
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Pioneer 
California!

40 States  
and 
Counting!

Link

https://sealofbiliteracy.org/


State Seal of Biliteracy 2019 
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State Level

• 51 counties

• 1080 schools 

• 56,192 SSB Issued

• Guidance, insignia requests, 
forms, questions, resources: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/sealofbiliteracy.asp

Sacramento County Level 

• 13 districts/ charters

• 51 schools 

• 22 languages 

• 1,598 students reported to CDE

More information at:  
https://www.scoe.net/services/id526/Pages/default.aspx

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/sealofbiliteracy.asp
https://www.scoe.net/services/id526/Pages/default.aspx


State Seal of Biliteracy 2020 

Sacramento County Level 

14 Districts/ Charters
57 Schools 
22 Languages 
1,800 Issued 

More information at:  
https://scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/biliteracy/

https://scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/biliteracy/


California Department of 
Education Web Information

■ Letter to the field and supporting documents (downloadable)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr15/yr15rel76.asp

■ The CDE State Seal of Biliteracy Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/sealofbiliteracy.asp

– Frequently Asked Questions
– Checklists and Language

Contact the CDE by e-mail 

at  SEAL@cde.ca.gov

http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr15/yr15rel76.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/sealofbiliteracy.asp
mailto:SEAL@cde.ca.gov


CALPADS SSB Reporting 

■ Required Fields under the 2017 Graduates state reporting

Field Description
Student Number
Date Earned The date the student earned the Seal of Biliteracy.

Proficiency Date The date in which the student was considered proficient in the language entered in 
the Language field.

Language The language in which the student earned the Seal of Biliteracy. 

College and 
Career Indicator 



Sacramento County State Seal of Biliteracy

County Historical Timeline

 Hosted Workshop: Overview of Seal of Biliteracy

 Surveyed Districts for interest in participation

 Developed Process and Resources

 Since 2013 LEAs have identified candidates

 Assessed candidates

 Since 2013 hold the county’s Recognition Ceremony
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Language 2019 2013
Arabic 6
Cantonese 12
Dari 2
Farsi 2
French 259 42
German 35 26
Hindi 2
Hmong 24 6
Korean 2
Lao
Punjabi 5
Russian 65 6
Spanish 1,033 207
Tagalog 14
Turkish
Ukrainian 21 1
Urdu 3
Vietnamese 7
Japanese 108
Italian 1
ASL 1
Latin 5
Mandarin 56
Armenian 2
Romanian 1

1,666 288



Candidates for the State Seal of Biliteracy must meet all of 
the criteria in English and in the other language:

1. Complete all English–language arts requirements for graduation with an overall grade point average of 2.0 or above in those 
classes, and

2. Pass the California standards assessment at the “standard met” level in English-language arts (ELA) set for native English 
speakers at the 11th grade. 

3. Demonstrate proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English. See Options for Meeting World Language Proficiency 
Criteria in the next slide.

If the primary language of a student s other than English, he or she shall attain the proficiency level 4 on the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California 
(ELPAC). 

AB 1142 Section 1 51461 
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(2) Passing the California Standards Test in English language arts Assessment of Student Performance and Progress for English language arts, or any successor
test, administered in grade 11 11, at the proficient level or above. or above the “standard met” achievement level, or at the achievement level determined by the
Superintendent for any successor test.

AB 1142  
(b) If the primary language of a pupil in any of grades 9 to 12, inclusive, is other than English, he or she shall do both of the following in order to qualify for the State Seal of Biliteracy:
(1) Attain the early advanced proficiency level level demonstrating English language proficiency on the English language development test. For purposes of this paragraph, a participating school district may
administer the English language development test an additional time as necessary. Language Proficiency Assessments for California, or any successor English language proficiency assessment, in transitional
kindergarten, kindergarten, or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billVersionsCompareClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1142


Candidates for the State Seal of Biliteracy must also meet 
all one of the following criteria in a language other than English:

3. Proficiency in language/s in addition to English, demonstrated 
through one of the following:

a.  Score 3 or higher on a world language Advanced Placement exam (AP 
Central)*
a.    Score 4 or higher on a world language International Baccalaureate exam 
(IB)**
b. Successfully complete a 4 year high school course of study in a world 
(foreign) language with a grade point average of 3.0 or above in that course 
of study including oral proficiency. Next slide
c. – See slide #14 (SCOE Language Exam option)
d. Score 600 or higher on the Scholastic Assessment Test II world language 
examination (College Board)***
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*Spanish, French, Chinese, Italian, German, Latin, Japanese
**Arabic, Chinese, German, French, Spanish, Japanese, Turkish, Indonesian
***Spanish, French, Chinese, Italian, German, Hebrew, Latin, Japanese, Korean 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/exam-dates-and-fees
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/ib-language-support-levels-en.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests/register/test-dates-deadlines


3. Continued –
Proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English, 
demonstrated through one of the following methods:

b. Successfully complete a 4 year high school course of study in a world 
(foreign) language with a grade point average of 3.0 or above in that 
course of study including oral proficiency.

1. What world language offerings does your district have?

2. Do you have an oral exam in the language offerings from your district? 

3. What options may your district have to demonstrate the oral proficiency of students who successfully 
complete a four-year high school course of study? 
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AB 1142  (B) Successful completion of a four-year high school course of study in a foreign language, and attaining an overall grade point average of 3.0
or above in that course of study. study, and oral proficiency in the language comparable to that required pursuant to subparagraph (A).

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billVersionsCompareClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1142


3. Continued –
Proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English, 
demonstrated through one of the following methods:

c. If no AP exam or off-the-shelf language test exists and the school 
district can certify to the State Superintendent (SSPI) that the test 
meets the rigor of a 4-year high school course of study in that foreign 
language, passing a district or county language exam that, at a 
minimum, assesses speaking, reading, and writing in a language other 
than English at the “proficient” level or higher. 

1. List any language/s for which you may have candidates who may be proficient in that language and 
for which no off-the-shelf foreign language exam exists?

2. Do you have an exam in this language that meets the criteria above?
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Significant change in the SCOE 
language exam scoring 

■ A rating of 1 or zero in any of the four performance areas in
SPEAKING or WRITING domains will automatically disqualify a
student from passing the SCOE language exam.

■ Minimum score for Seal of Biliteracy = 8

■ Total Score: /12
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Seal of Biliteracy Exam Process

Step 1: District/LEA produces and verifies list of candidates.

Step 2: If applicable candidates participate in the Exam Activities
• Interviews with a panel in English and the language of interest.
• On-demand reading assessment and writing sample in the language of interest.

15



Student Intent to Apply

Serves a critical organizational role:
•Verifies eligibility
•Verifies outside test of proficiency with language of 

interest 
•Triggers the search for the testers to match the 

language of interest  needs of students who intend 
to apply

•Due site coordinator _________________
• (date also  noted on poster)

•Due to SCOE _____________
16



Seal of Biliteracy Exam Event

• Interview in language of interest
• On-demand writing & reading exam in the language of 

interest

• This year’s “Exam Event” is scheduled on a one to one basis, all 
testing is before ____________. 

- The exam day cannot be re-scheduled or made up

17



Exam in the Language of Interest

•On-demand writing sample in the language of interest.
•Reading section.
•Each student will be interviewed by a team of two adults (ideal) using 

a set of questions.  
•The team interviews the student for approximately 10 minutes.
•The team confers over a rubric and scores the student interview.

The student must pass all parts of the test to be eligible for the Seal. 
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Role of the student

•Check to make sure that you are eligible and proficient in the language 
of interest.

•Submit required components to your counselor on time.
•Attend and fully participate in events~

•Exam (scheduled district to district)
•Ceremony date TBA (by invitation only)

19
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Role of the Parent
• Encourage your child to look objectively 

at their readiness and proficiency and to 
consult with adults who can help 
determine their eligibility.

• Encourage your child to participate in 
the exam.

• May need to provide transportation to 
the exam location and the ceremony.

• Attend the Recognition Ceremony on TBA 
(by invitation only)



Role of Administrators & Counselors

•Help identify students proficient in a world language not 
taught in the schools.

•Inform teachers of world language about the Seal of 
Biliteracy.

– Direct teachers and students to the website.
– Arrange for info meetings. 

•Inform students and parents about the Seal of Biliteracy.
– Keep the criteria in mind

•Recruit (and serve as) tester for the languages you are 
proficient

-- For 1-6 students, 1 tester; for 7-12 students, 2 testers, etc.

•Celebrate the students who have earned the Seal of Biliteracy!
21



Role of the World Language Teacher

•Inform students about the 
opportunity to earn the Seal of 
Biliteracy.

•Assist students in determining 
whether their level of proficiency 
is currently sufficient to apply.

•Help to inform parents about the 
Seal.

22



Serving as a Language Examiner

•If interested, please complete the form provided 
through surveymonkey, which helps establish language 
expertise. 

•You must be available and willing to commit the day on 
the testing date(s) and time(s). Other locations may 
apply.

•Sign the affidavit.
•Must participate on the Seal of Biliteracy Exam Tester 

training.

• Optional, attend the Seal of Biliteracy 
Awards Ceremony to celebrate with those 
students who have earned the Seal of 
Biliteracy. 
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Sacramento County 
State Seal of Biliteracy
Next Steps…

Communicate interest in participation

Schedule a testing date

Help identify individuals to assist in process (identify and 
recruit candidates, sit on panels, plan ceremony, etc…)

Request seals from CDE

Celebrate our students’ success!
24



Setting the testing date 
District Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Exam day Exam Time
Center USD    M   2/26 12:30-5:00
Elk Grove USD   Th   3/15 3:00-7:00 
Folsom USD    W   3/7 1:30-5:00 
Natomas USD  T     2/27 8:30-1:30

NP3 
Sacramento City USD    W    3/14 8:30-2:30
San Juan USD    Th    3/8 1:30-5:00

Visions in Ed    M      3/9 8:30-11:00
Twin Rivers USD    T      3/13 8:30-1:30

Heritage Peak    F       3/9 8:30-1:30
Futures HS  T       3/13 12:00-5:00

Galt JUHSD 
River Delta USD 
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Level 1: My district is interested in obtaining county level recognition certificates from SCOE for all qualifying candidates. We will confirm their qualifications and 
supply SCOE with the list by the due date.
Level 2: My district is interested in the SCOE Language Exam; therefore, is willing to commit to the following:
a. Recruit language experts.
b. Provide staff to help on the exam day (registration, proctor, ect.)
c. Have the coordinator present on the day of the exam.
d. Follow the SCOE procedures.
Level 3: My district is interested in the SCOE Seal of Biliteracy Ceremony; therefore, is willing to commit the following:
a. A representative will attend the ceremony to check in students and present the recognition.
b. Confirm prequalified students and supply SCOE with the list by the due date. 
c. Provide timely information to the students and families.
d. Distribute certificates after the ceremony.

Testing dates:          
 M- 2/26, 3/5, 3/19            
 T- 2/27, 3/13           
 W- 3/7, 3/14           
 TH- 3/8, 3/15               
 F- 3/9, 3/16



Sacramento County State Seal of Biliteracy
Options and Next Steps

 Determine the level of participation: Exam & Ceremony.
 Identify candidates and encourage them to submit “intent to 

participate” applications.
 Identify languages for which exams are desired.
 Identify proficient speakers of these languages to participate on 

panels ~ must be 18 or older and complete SCOE’s eligibility 
survey criteria. 

 Schedule  to participate on the date for the SCOE recognition 
ceremony~ TBA

 Clarify and communicate plan for all activities (roles, 
responsibilities, timeline). 

 Help publicize date for recognition ceremony and encourage 
participation of qualified students! 26



Getting the word out:
•SCOE has and will continue to

inform:
– District superintendents
– Curriculum and Project Directors
– English Learner Coordinators’

Network members

•SCOE has created and will to
continue to maintain a website:
https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/biliteracy/

•SCOE provides PowerPoint®

presentations and access to
resources

27

https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/biliteracy/


District Samples:

■ San Juan USD

■ Elk Grove USD
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https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/30629
http://blogs.egusd.net/pressroom/2015/05/13/over-300-egusd-graduating-seniors-earn-california-state-seal-of-biliteracy/


Sacramento County’s Objective: 

■ For the students for whom there is no existing language 
course or assessment offered at the school, SCOE offers an 
assessment process to determine oral and written 
proficiency in those languages.

■ SCOE’s existing language exams: 
Arabic, Armenian, Chinese, Dari, Farsi, French, German, Hindi, 
Hmong, Japanese, Korean, Lao, Pashto, Punjabi, Romanian, 
Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Turkish, Ukrainian, Urdu, and 
Vietnamese.

29



Who may 
qualify to take 
the 
Sacramento 
County’s 
Language 
Exam? 
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Student has the ability to 
read, write, understand and 
speak in a language other 
than English (LOTE); AND

There is no viable pathway to 
world language courses; 
AND

Did not or is not planning on 
taking an exam  (AP, IB, SAT 
II or equivalent).



Student Intent to Participate in the
Language Exam

Statements
regarding
your
proficiency
in the
language
other than
English.

I can verbally respond
to questions in
complete sentences.

I can read with
comprehension in the
identified language.

When listening, I can
understand the
identified language.

I can write fluently
in the identified
language.



Level of 
Proficiency

32

■ Mid -Intermediate

Source: American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/spanish/comunicaci%C3%B3n-escrita#intermediate


Over 30% of the Examiners have a 
College Degree in the Language
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Thank you,  SCOE  Leadership! 



Thank you, District Coordinators! 

Center JUSD 
Jerald Ferguson

Elk Grove USD 
Lucy Bellinger

Folsom Cordova USD
Elena Cabrera

Galt JUHSD
Kelly Beck

Natomas USD
Mary Lynch 

River Delta USD 
Carrie Norris

Sacramento City 
USD

Vanessa Girard

San Juan USD
Elena Soto-Chapa

Twin Rivers USD
Jisel Villegas



Thank you, Charter Coordinators! 

Natomas Pacific Pathway 
Prep Charter 

Teresa Villanueva 

Natomas Charter 
School– Laura Bariel

Visions in Education 
Christopher Smith

Futures High School -
Nataliya Burko

Heritage Peak 
Emilee Powell



GRACIELA GARCÍA –TORRES, M.ED.
English Learner Programs and 
Accountability
Region 3 Title III COE English Learner 
Specialist 
gtorres@scoe.net
Website:https://scoe.net/divisions/
ed_services/curriculum/elcn/

sealofbiliteracy@scoe.net

mailto:gtorres@scoe.net
https://scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/elcn/
mailto:sealofbiliteracy@scoe.net


Student Quotes



Four years ago I watched with 
admiration as my sister received her 
State Seal of Biliteracy in Mandarin. At 
that time I was determined to achieve 
the same distinctive honor, allowing me 
to step into another culture.
~Breck Paschal



Obtaining the Seal of Biliteracy means a lot 
to me, as I have been learning the language 
that is common on my father's side of the 
family. Obtaining it shows that I have put 
forth the work and effort to learn the 
language.
~Brennan Pelayo



Obtaining the State Seal of Biliteracy to me means 
that my struggle of learning English as a second 
language has finally paid off. Even though I had times 
where I would mix up English and Spanish, I did not 
let that affect my learning and now I have something 
to prove it. I didn't give up in one language or the 
other and I most definitely didn't forget my Spanish 
speaking roots by the end of high school. 

~Adriana Menjivar Enríquez
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