
ness, George Wiggins and G.J. Phelan—who 
are determined that there shall be no further 
cause for complaints on this subject.
In February 1854 a newspaper advertisement 

appeared stating, “... The citizens of Sacramento 
are hereby notified that the school commission-
ers for this city will open a public school on the 
southeast corner of Fifth and K streets on Monday 
morning, February 20, 1854, at 9 o’clock.” Hank 
Bidleman thus presided over the opening of the 
first public school in Sacramento city. By July 1854 
approximately 500 children were enrolled in pub-
lic and private schools in Sacramento.

In October 1854 the city council voted to 
elect a City Superintendent and Board of Educa-
tion. County Superintendent Bidleman was re-
luctant to give up his control of the city schools. 
He was eventually forced to resign, but contin-
ued to be involved in education as a trustee of 
the Sacramento City School Board. In his capac-
ity as a bookseller, he supplied textbooks to the 
schools. He also published the 1862 Sacramento 
Directory.

Succumbing to the 1870s gold rush excite-
ment gripping the Washoe area of Nevada, 
Hank Bidleman left California to try his hand 
at prospecting. His wife, Angeline, who had 
taught school for several years in Sacramento 
County, died in 1882 at age 46, from “disease of 
the brain.” As young as she was, she nevertheless 
outlived her husband, who had died nine years 
prior at the age of 44. The death of Hank Bidle-
man was reported in The San Francisco Call on 
August 2, 1873: “H.J. Bidleman, better known as 
‘Hank,’ 7-31-73 in San Francisco of a Stroke of 
paralysis [suffered] at Austin, Nevada.” ®

Frederick Winslow 
Hatch, M.D.
First County 
Superintendent 
elected to office

Dr. F.W. Hatch
Served 1855–1856, 1859–1863, 
1866–1867

Marilyn Demas

Sacramento County’s first elected County Super-
intendent—Frederick Winslow Hatch—was born 
March 2, 1821, in Charlottesville, Virginia. His 
father, Rev. Frederick Winslow Hatch, Sr., was an 
Episcopal clergyman and served as chaplain of 
the United States Senate. At the age of 19, F.W. 
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1849 Article IX of the state constitu-
tion mandates, “The legislature shall 
provide for a system of common 
schools, by which a school shall be 
kept up and supported, in each dis-
trict, for at least three months in every 
year.” Provides for election of state su-
perintendent of public instruction. 

1850 California achieves statehood. 

1851 State school law calls for forma-
tion of a three-member superintend-
ing school committee in each city, 
town and incorporated village, with 
power to examine teachers for com-
petency. Law divides schools into 
primary, intermediate and grammar, 
specifying the studies in each, and 
providing for establishment of high 
schools.  Counties are to be appor-
tioned school funding based on the 
number of children between seven 
and 18 years, but county treasurers 
are to distribute monies according to 
the number actually attending school. 
Sacramento County population is 
nearly 16,000, which includes an esti-
mated 400 school-age children. Public 
schools are not yet established in the 
county. Eight townships exist in the 
county. 

1852 Office of county superintendent 
is created by state statute.  State board 
of education is created. State will fund 
districts based on number of census 
children between ages of five and 15. 

1853 State law allows county tax asses-

sors to assume county school superin-
tendent duties. H.J. Bidleman takes 
on the role in Sacramento County, 
working out of the county courthouse.

1854 County’s first common (pub-
lic) school opens February 20 in an 
old theater at corner of Fifth and K 
streets in Sacramento. Others open 
soon thereafter. County school ex-
penditures total $22,000 by end of 
year. City council passes ordinance to 
provide for election of city schools su-
perintendent; county superintendent 
relinquishes control of city schools in 
December.

1855 State legislature creates full-time 
county superintendent of schools of-
fice with an election to be held every 
two years. Duties: exercise general 
supervision over schools and visit 
each school once a year, plus make an 
annual report to the state superinten-
dent and apportion monies to school 
districts of the county. State law allows 
for transfer of school administration 
authority from county boards of edu-
cation to municipalities, establishing 
“city school boards” and “city superin-
tendents.” Sacramento County’s first 
elected county superintendent—Dr. 
F.W. Hatch—takes office. 

1857–58 State mandates that county 
superintendents submit an annual 
census of schoolchildren. State super-
intendent recommends that a school 
of industry be established for juvenile 
delinquents and also calls for the 
establishment of local Teachers Insti-
tutes to “instruct the instructors” for 
seven to ten days, two or three times 
a year. He also recommends extend-
ing school to six months. California 
is in initial stages of determining how 
to meet criteria for federal funding: 
U.S. Congress had decreed that tax 
revenues from the 16th and 36th 
section of every township were to be 
dedicated solely to education. Each 
year, from January to April, the county 
superintendent has been required to 
conduct a study and describe the char-
acter and value of each 16th and 36th 
section. State superintendent asks U.S. 

Congress for an alternative method of 
funding to enable “in lieu” selections 
for those 16th and 36th section areas 
generating little or no tax revenues, 
such as mountain regions, deserts, 
and Mexican land grants. 

1860 Annual state Teachers Institute 
is authorized. Legislature transfers 
power to examine teachers from lo-
cal district boards to county boards 
of examination. Sacramento County 
is operating 35 schools with 2,025 
enrolled students and 49 teachers. 
County school expenditures for the 
year—$48,716.90—have more than 
doubled since 1854. County popula-
tion is 24,142.

1862 State Normal School (teacher 
education college) established. 

1863 County superintendents re-
quired to submit annual reports 
(“Common School Reports”) to state 
superintendent.

1864 School districts authorized to 
levy direct property tax whenever state 
and county school funding is insuf-
ficient. 

1865 County now contains 42 public 
school districts with 54 schools, one of 
them a high school. 

1866 State Common Schools Act 
authorizes state board of education 
to adopt rules and regulations for 
the conduct of schools, to establish a 
course of study, and to adopt a series 
of textbooks. Local schools are re-
quired, at district expense, to furnish 
pupils with school supplies such as 
paper, pen, ink and chalk, and to 
provide school libraries. It is legal for 
districts to provide separate schools 

Hatch, Jr., graduated from Union College in 
Schenectady, New York, with a Master of Arts de-
gree. He went on to study medicine at New York 
University and received his M.D. on March 10, 
1844. That same year—on June 12—he married 
Sarah Rowland Bloom, a native of Poughkeepsie, 
New York. The newlyweds moved to Beloit, Wis-
consin, where Dr. Hatch began his medical prac-
tice. They relocated to Southport (now known as 
Kenosha), Wisconsin, where Dr. Hatch’s medical 
practice flourished. In April 1853, Dr. and Mrs. 
Hatch—who by now had become parents—arrived 
with their children in California aboard the steam-
ship Lewis. It was an auspicious arrival: the Lewis, a 
ship from Nicaragua, was wrecked off Ducksworth 
Reef, Bolinas Bay, 18 miles north of the entrance 
to San Francisco Bay. Two vessels were dispatched 
to rescue the passengers, thanks to a passenger, 
William T. Sherman, who had made his way to 
San Francisco to raise the alert. 

The Hatch family settled in Sacramento, 
where Dr. Hatch established his medical practice 
at 56 K Street. The family first lived at the cor-
ner of F and 11th streets, and in 1857 moved to 
812 H Street. Dr. Hatch’s practice moved several 
times: in 1854–55 to 46 K Street; in 1856 to Sec-
ond Street near K Street (east side); in 1857–58 
to Seven Court block; and in 1868–69 to 128 J 
Street. An early partner in his practice was Dr. J.F. 
Morse.

Dr. Hatch was elected commissioner of City 
Schools and served in that capacity from April 
1854–April 1855, and was elected County Super-
intendent in April 1855. He served again (1859–
1863) and was elected to a third term in 1866. 
For several years Dr. Hatch was professor of theory 
and practice of medicine in the medical depart-
ment of the University of California. In 1880–1884 
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H.J. Bidleman
Served 1853–1854

A. Louise Driggs

H.J. (Henry Jones) “Hank” Bidleman, a native 
of New Jersey, was born in 1829. Not much is 
known about his early life or when he arrived 
in California. In the Sacramento City Directory of 
1861-62, which he compiled, he is listed as “Pub-
lisher, Bookseller, Stationer, and News Agent, 56 
Fourth Street, one Door North of Post Offi ce, 
Sacramento.” 

During his life, Hank Bidleman was to serve 
in numerous public positions, including county 
assessor (1853), justice of the peace (1857), judge 
(1858), secretary of the Board of Education 
(1859), and county recorder of Lander County 
in Nevada. It was in his fi rst major offi ce—county 
assessor—that he found himself also assigned the 
controversial role of Sacramento’s fi rst County Su-

perintendent of Schools in 1853.
State school law of 1851 had “provided for a 

supervising school committee in each city, town 
and incorporated village.” If municipal authorities 
did not exercise that power, the county assessor 
would take charge and be ex-offi cio County Super-
intendent. As of 1851, Sacramento County already 
had eight townships: Sacramento, Sutter (the town 
of Sutterville), San Joaquin, Cosumnes, Brighton, 
Center, Sonoma, and Mississippi (on the Ameri-
can River east of Sacramento). Attempts to start 
public schools had been made, with little success. 
County residents, now numbering close to 16,000, 
were not quiet in their discontent over the lack of 
schools.  

It was into this environment of frustration, 
impatience and “great expectation” that County 
Superintendent Hank Bidleman—a non-educator 
by profession—was thrust. Although he had no 

background in the education fi eld, he did have 
political experience, which provided valuable in 
his early days as County Superintendent. At the 
end of 1853, it appeared that despite an 1852 state 
tax to benefi t education, few state funds were go-
ing to be allocated to Sacramento County. That 
tax of fi ve cents on each $100 of taxable property 
had been imposed by the state to help pay for 
teacher salaries, a state Board of Education, and 
a State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Residents of Sacramento City became irate when 
the State Superintendent reported on December 
31, 1853, that the annual state apportionment for 
Sacramento County would be $741.43—and all of 
those monies would go to just three districts in the 
county outside the city. The Sacramento State Journal 
newspaper reported:

 Many other counties with less popula-
tion received double and treble the amount we 
received. Had the children been all enumer-
ated and the proper returns made, Sacramento 
would have received as many thousands in 
dollars as she gets hundreds. This neglect is 
greatly to be regretted, and we trust that we 
may not have to complain of it another year.
Early in 1854, the Sacramento City Board of 

Commissioners proposed that the city assume juris-
diction of those county schools located within the 
city boundaries. A week later, on January 13, The 
Sacramento State Journal published a follow-up story:

We are happy to announce that common 
schools are to be established immediately in each 
of the three wards in this city. H.J. Bidleman, 
the present county assessor and ex-offi cio su-
perintendent of common schools has appointed 
three school commissioners—Dr. H.W. Hark-

Tax collector 
H.J. “Hank”

Bidleman
ex-offi cio 

County 
Superintendent

for non-white children. Payment of ex-
penses for county Teachers Institutes 
from county school fund authorized.

1870 County has 66 public schools 
with 5,406 enrolled students and 100 
teachers. County’s annual expense for 
school purposes is $81,710.38. State 
law dictates that African and Indian 
children must attend separate schools. 
A separate school may be established 
upon the written request by the par-
ents of ten such children. “A less num-
ber may be provided for in separate 
schools in any other manner.” 

1874 California enacts compulsory 
school attendance law for children 
between 8 and 14 years. Racial segre-
gation of public schools is justifi ed as 
“separate but equal” in the California 
Supreme Court legal ruling Ward v. 
Flood. County Superintendent Dr. G.R. 
Kelly supports a successful attempt to 
integrate Sacramento City Grammar 
School.

1875 County public school enrollment 
reaches 4,785; there are 106 teachers.

1878 State legislature provides relief to 
schools and districts previously denied 
full funding due to school closures 
caused by major fl oods. 

1879 Article IX, Section 3 of the 
California Constitution establishes 
position of county superintendent as 
an elected constitutional offi ce. In the 
county, 106 public schools are attend-
ed eight or more months a year.

1880 Sacramento public schools are 
desegregated by state statute. Law sets 
four-year terms for elected county 
superintendents. County boards 
of supervisors may appoint a four-
member board of education (two of 
whom are educators) in each county. 
Sacramento County has 115 schools 
with 144 teachers and 5,855 students 
enrolled. Total school expense for the 
year: $107,690.62.

1882 State legislature specifi es the 
powers of county offi ces of educa-
tion, including but not limited to: 
(1) Meet and hold examinations for 
the granting of teaching’ certifi cates 
semi-annually; (2) Prescribe and 

enforce rules for the examination of 
teachers; (3) Examine applicants and 
prescribe a standard of profi ciency for 
examination, and to grant certifi cates 
for two grades; (4) Prescribe and 
enforce the use of a uniform series 
of textbooks and a course of study 
in public schools, and to adopt a list 
of books for district school libraries; 
(5) Revoke, for immoral or unprofes-
sional conduct, or evident unfi tness 
for teaching, the certifi cates granted 
by them; (6) Issue diplomas of gradua-
tion from any of the public schools of 
the county, with county boards of edu-
cation being required to issue diplo-
mas—signed by the board president 
and secretary—only to pupils who 
have passed an examination issued by 
the county board of education; and 

(7) Grant county certifi cates, and fi x 
the grade of them, to holders of life 
diplomas, Calif. State education diplo-
mas, Calif. Normal School diplomas, 
Calif. State University diplomas, when 
recommended by the faculty of the 
University, and State Normal School 
diplomas of other states.

1882 County boards of supervisors 
required to compensate members of 
county boards of education for their 
services payable out of the same fund 
and in the same manner as county 
superintendents.

1884 Amendment to the state consti-
tution provides for a board of educa-
tion in each county.

1889 County superintendents allowed 
travel expenses to visit schools of the 
county. County board creates system 
of examinations for certifi cates of pro-
motions and diplomas of graduation.

1890 Now there are 69 schools in the 
county, 16 in the city. State Supreme 

Court (Wysinger v. Crookshank) de-
clares school segregation unlawful.

1891 County High School Act permits 
formation of county high schools and 
requires county superintendents to 
prepare estimates of necessary ex-
penses. 

1893 State law calls for new county 
boards of education to be appointed 
by county supervisors. Sacramento 
County has 178 public schools with 
178 teachers and 6,612 student enroll-
ment. Annual school expenditure in 
county: $159,920.60. 

1896 In Plessy v. Ferguson, U.S. Su-
preme Court upholds right to seg-
regate public schools by race were 
permissible so long as the instruction 
in both systems is “equal.”

1902 California Supreme Court 
upholds a law allowing members of 
county boards of education to be 
compensated $5 per day for their 
services. 1880 state law barring school 
segregation is repealed.

1906 Sacramentan Minnie O’Neil 
is elected county superintendent, 
one of the fi rst women in the state to 
seek public offi ce. O’Neil’s 1910 re-
election will establish legal precedent 
for women, non-voters until 1911, to 
be considered viable candidates for 
offi ce. 

1907 State Health Development Act 
passes, adding health and hygiene 
education to duties of county super-
intendent.

1908 7,746 students attend public 
schools in Sacramento County.

1913 The position of county superin-
tendent is made a nonpartisan elec-
tive offi ce.  

1915 County offi ces of education 
are assigned responsibility for child 
welfare and attendance supervision of 
school districts. 

1917 Due to poor physical condition 
of World War I draftees, the state in-
troduces compulsory physical educa-
tion for students. 

Sacramento County, largely rural when 
H.J. Bidleman became Sacramento’s fi rst 

County Superintendent
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services are given to the county super-
intendent.

1946 California voters approve two 
constitutional amendments relating 
to county boards of education and su-
perintendents: (1) Election of county 
boards of education is permissive in 
counties governed by county charters; 
and (2) Legislature is authorized to 
classify counties and to fi x the qualifi -
cations and salaries of county superin-
tendents.

1947 Mendez v. Westminster decision 
leads to repeal by governor of 1921 
statute authorizing separate schools 
for  Native Americans and students 
of Asian descent. The County School 
Services Fund is established, which ex-
pands the power and duties of county 
offi ces of education. State legislature 
establishes professional qualifi cations 
for county superintendents and pro-
vides salary increases to them. 

1949 County committees on school 
district organization are established 
with county superintendent serving as 
secretary. County superintendent and 
offi ce of education move from court-
house to 600 I Street, Room 301, in 
downtown Sacramento.

1950 State legislature declares “coor-
dination in order to improve educa-
tional services and ensure equity of 
opportunity” as the most important 
function of county offi ces of educa-
tion. The Sacramento County Charter 
is revised to deem the position of 
county superintendent an appointive, 
rather than elective, offi ce subject 
to the approval of the Sacramento 
County Civil Service Board and the 
state board of education. T.R. Smed-
berg becomes county’s fi rst appointed 
county superintendent. 

1928 County has 40 school districts.

1929 Discriminatory sections of 
school law repealed; provides that all 
children, regardless of race, should be 
admitted to public schools.

1933 State legislature eliminates 
annual superintendents convention 
due to the Depression.  School 
Finance Law establishes three funds 
controlled by county superintendents, 
providing superintendents funds and 
power to support expanded duties.

1939 State legislature makes numerous 
changes in the scope of county 
superintendent responsibilities, 
including: (1) The county board of 
supervisors is permitted to contract 
with the county superintendent of 
schools in order to provide health 
supervision of elementary school 
buildings and pupils enrolled in 
any elementary school within the 
county, carried out by health offi cers 
or other employees of the county 
health department; (2) County 
superintendents are given discretion 
to provide for the education of 
physically handicapped minors who 
would otherwise be denied proper 
educational services; (3) County 
superintendents are permitted, with 
the approval of the county boards 
of education, to provide for the 
preparation and coordination of 
courses of study, and for conducting 
and coordinating research and 
guidance activities for elementary and 
high schools under their jurisdiction.

1940 County superintendents assume 
additional powers and duties, includ-
ing services in support of small school 
districts.

1942 Sacramento region students of 
Japanese descent are forced to leave 
school due to federal Executive Order 
9066, enacted at onset of World War 
II’s Pacifi c campaign. For the duration 
of the war, students receive instruction 
in improvised classrooms at 10 reloca-
tion centers throughout the western 
U.S. 

1945 Duties of supervising small 
districts, providing assistance with 
redistricting, and providing business 

1918 California Commission of 
Credentials is established by the 
state board of education to review 
applications and issue high school and 
special education credentials. 

1919 County superintendents may 
appoint attendance offi cers and issue 
student work permits. 

1920 79 school districts now operate 
in Sacramento County

1921 School supervision in emergency 
and rural situations added to the du-
ties of county superintendent. State 
school law of 1921 is amended to per-
mit school districts to “establish sepa-
rate schools for Indian children and 
for children of Chinese, Japanese or 
Mongolian parentage.” Some school 
districts in Sacramento County choose 
to segregate. 

1922 Sacramento County has student 
population of 14,581 elementary 
school pupils and 3,240 high school 
pupils. The county has nine high 
schools and 46 elementary schools. 
The number of Sacramento County 
school districts and schools has 
dropped in the past eight years. Small-
er outlying schools have been closed 
or consolidated. Flood control mea-
sures, bridges and school buses have 
made it possible for more students to 
attend school regularly.

1927 State establishes criteria for the 
supervisory credential. The Depres-
sion spurs public interest in educa-
tional programs, leading to the state-
wide “Charter for Public Education” 
formulated with the input of school 
leaders, fraternal organizations, reli-
gious groups and others. Throughout 
California, migratory school supervi-
sion becomes an important function 
of county offi ces of education. 

35

history book manuscript-copy .indd, Spread 2 of 18 - Pages (2, 35) 5/31/07 5:15 PM 



locations, including a tent on the banks of the Sacra-
mento River and a very small (14-by-20-foot) build-
ing on the edge of a nearby slough known as Sutter 
(or China) Lake, which later became the site of the 
Southern Pacific rail yard. For various reasons, none 
of the schools succeeded in staying open very long. 
In 1853 the public looked expectantly to the new 
County Superintendent of Schools for leadership. 

Since 1853, twenty men and women have served 
as Sacramento County Superintendent of Schools. 
During that 150-plus year period, as townships dis-
appeared and cities grew, and as smaller school 
districts merged to become larger districts in 
growth areas of the county, the responsibilities of 
the County Superintendent and County Office of 
Education have changed. Today, a chief duty of the 
County Superintendent is to provide state-mandat-
ed fiscal oversight and serve as an appellate to local 
school district decisions. Direct services to students, 
schools and the community include special educa-
tion, educational technology, teacher training, 
prevention programs, instruction to at-risk youth, 
school improvement, outdoor education, career 
preparation, reading improvement, and much 
more. Yet the mission remains unchanged: to help 
all students realize their full potential. The follow-
ing biographies and historical accounts serve as re-
minders of the dedication and commitment with 
which Sacramento County education leaders have 
served the community and its students for more 
than 150 years. 

The Sacramento County Office of Education wishes 
to thank members of the California Retired Teach-
ers Association, State Capital Division #5, for the 
research and writing that have made possible this 

historical collection.

 

From David W. Gordon, County Superintendent of Schools

Sacramento County is 
rich in education history 
and after several years of 
research and writing, pre-
viously unearthed nuggets 
of that history have been 
uncovered and placed in 
this book. 

When the first Sacramento 
County Superintendent of Schools took office in 
1853, no public schools were yet in existence in the 
county—despite the 1849 adoption of Article IX 
of the State Constitution, which had provided for 
“common schools to be established in every district 
for at least three months every year.” In 1852, the 
state legislature had even voted to adopt a five-cent 
tax for each $100 of taxable property for funding for 
schools. However, local officials failed in attempts to 
establish any public, or “common” schools that year. 

The office of the County Superintendent of Schools 
was created in 1852 by state statute.  Many counties 
delayed in filling this office, however, possibly be-
cause the statute had not determined the manner 
in which the County Superintendent was to be elect-
ed or appointed. In 1853 state law determined that 
the county assessor would serve as “Superintendent 
of Common Schools” for the county. It wasn’t un-
til 1855 that the Superintendent of Schools would 
become a separate office and the County Board of 
Education would be created. 

The challenge of providing public education in 
Sacramento County was immense. In the immedi-
ate aftermath of the 1848 California Gold Rush, 
the area’s population had dramatically increased. 
The city’s population count of April 1849 was just 
150. By October of that year, the city’s population 
had skyrocketed to 2,000. The 1850 federal cen-
sus showed a combined city-county population of 
15,907. By 1851 eight townships were flourishing 
in the county. Concerned citizens and religious 
congregations had tried to start schools in several 

David W. Gordon
Sacramento County Superintendent of Schools
July 2007

1950s-60s Post-World War II baby 
boom causes Sacramento County, 
with its proximity to several military 
bases, to double its student population 
within just a few years. Enrollment in 
Sacramento County public elemen-
tary, high school and community col-
leges reaches about 45,000 in 1950. 
Sacramento County superintendent 
responds to rapid growth by provid-
ing additional assistance to districts in 
areas of school auditing, accounting, 
purchasing services and teacher cre-
dentialing. 

1954 U.S. Supreme Court declares 
intentionally segregated schools “in-
herently unequal” (Brown v. Board of 
Education). 

1955 State legislature enacts law pro-
viding: (1) An elected county board 
of education, consisting of seven 
members to be elected at large, and 
at least one residing in each of the 
designated trustee areas determined 
by the county committee on school 
district reorganization; (2) In char-
tered counties, the county charter 
prescribes the manner of selection of 
the county board of education by the 
county board of supervisors; (3) In a 
county unified school district or in a 
unified school district that includes 
all of the territory over which a county 

superintendent has jurisdiction, the 
governing board of the district serves 
as the county board of education; (4) 
Chartered counties that provide for 
an elected county board of education 
may (a) adopt rules and regulations 
governing the office of the county 
superintendent; and (b) review the 
county superintendent’s annual item-
ized estimate of anticipated revenues 
and expenditures before it is approved 
by the county board of supervisors and 
filed with the county auditor.

8,000 ADA required to establish class-
es for students with severe disabilities.

1968 Sacramento County’s enroll-
ment in public elementary, high 
school and community colleges rises 
to over 200,000. 

1973 County boards of supervisors 
transfer remaining education respon-
sibilities to county board of education.

1974 California Master Plan for Spe-
cial Education is passed to provide 
free education to children with excep-
tional needs.

1976 State legislature authorizes vot-
ers in each county to decide whether 
to continue to elect the county su-
perintendent or fill the office as an 
appointment of the county board of 
education. Sacramento County’s su-
perintendent becomes an appointive 
position. Constitutional amendment 
gives county boards of education the 
power to fix the salary of the county 
superintendent. County superinten-
dent and SCOE move to 9738 Lincoln 
Village Drive. 

1992 State legislature dramatically re-
defines county superintendent’s fiscal 
oversight responsibilities. 

1993 Sacramento County public 
school enrollment totals 188,098.

2000 Enrollment in Sacramento 
County public schools reaches 
221,969. 

2003 Sacramento County Office of 
Education moves to new David P. 
Meaney Education Center at Mather 
Field. Total Sacramento County stu-
dent enrollment is 232,612, served by 
SCOE and 16 public school districts.

1956 First elected county boards of 
education take office.

1957 State legislature revises the 
qualifications and compensation of 
county superintendents based on 
the ADA (average daily attendance) 
of the county. State Education Code 
emphasizes county office of educa-
tions’ increasing “services to schools.” 
Sacramento County Office of Educa-
tion (SCOE) staff expands from 32 to 
151 people.

1959 County committees required to 
prepare master plan on district orga-
nization. 

1960s Dozens of schools are construct-
ed in the county to accommodate 
population growth. Superintendent 
T.R. Smedberg comments, “I was dedi-
cating a new school every other Sun-
day afternoon.” Local schools enter 
the era of technology with computers 
and television assisting in the educa-
tional process. 

1960 County superintendent and staff 
move from downtown offices to east 
Sacramento, 4351 Power Inn Road. 
The office relocates in 1962 to 6011 
Folsom Boulevard in Sacramento. 

1962 California now the largest-popu-
lated state in U.S.

1967 County superintendent now a 
position appointed by county board of 
education.

1963 Transfer of some functions from 
county boards of supervisors to county 
boards of education. Establishment of 
child care centers and vocational high 
schools authorized. Districts under 
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